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When it comes to financial planning, fixed
income investments are a cornerstone for
conservative investors, especially those with
short-term goals. Whether you're setting aside
funds for an emergency, parking surplus money,
or unsure of the investment horizon for a specific
goal, these strategies can offer stability and
peace of mind. Designed for investment horizons
of less than three years, these recommendations
focus on preserving capital while generating
consistent returns. They cater specifically to
those who prioritize safety and liquidity over
high returns, making them ideal for individuals
looking to achieve short-term financial
objectives without taking on significant risk.

Investing wisely is key to achieving financial
stability and long-term wealth. For many
common investors in India, navigating the world
of investments can be daunting, especially with
so many options available. This article breaks
down different conservative short term
investment strategies based on varying time
horizons and risk tolerances, providing you with
a clearer understanding of how to approach
investing based on your financial goals.
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When you have surplus funds that you don’t need
immediately, it’s essential to park them in a way that
ensures safety, liquidity, and some returns. Here are a
few strategies:
•Arbitrage Strategy:
◦  For whom: Ideal for conservative investors looking
for a safe haven for short-term surplus funds.
◦  Benefits: This strategy typically involves low risk
and aims to take advantage of price differences in the
market. Returns might be modest but stable, making it
suitable for those who wish to park their money for a
few months without exposing it to high market
volatility.
◦  Investment Horizon: 3 months and above.
•Measured Equity Strategy:
◦  For whom: Suited for moderate risk-takers who
want to balance safety and equity exposure.
◦  Benefits: This strategy combines equity and debt
instruments to provide a moderate return with some
exposure to equity markets. It’s a good fit for those
who want slightly higher returns than fixed deposits
with manageable risk.
◦  Investment Horizon: 6 months and above.
•Low Duration Strategy:
◦  For whom: Best for those looking to park their funds
for very short durations with minimal risk.
◦  Benefits: Investing in low-duration instruments
helps in maintaining liquidity while ensuring that your
funds earn better returns than traditional savings
accounts.
◦  Investment Horizon: 60 days and above.

CHAPTER 1:  PARKING
SURPLUS FUNDS
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For investors with a slightly longer investment horizon,
but who still seek liquidity, the short-term approach
provides opportunities to earn better returns while
maintaining a relatively low-risk profile.
•Moderate Duration + Accruals Strategy:
◦  For whom: Suitable for investors willing to take
moderate risk with a focus on consistent returns.
◦  Benefits: This strategy generally involves investing
in bonds with moderate duration and holding them to
maturity, capturing the accrual income. It’s a balanced
approach for those who can lock their money for six
months or longer.
◦  Investment Horizon: 6 months and above.
•Accruals Strategy:
◦  For whom: Ideal for conservative investors looking
for steady income with low to moderate risk.
◦  Benefits: This strategy focuses on generating
regular income by holding bonds until maturity,
benefiting from the interest payments. It’s suitable for
investors looking for predictable returns over a short
term.
◦  Investment Horizon: Ranges from 9 months to 1
year and above.

CHAPTER 2:  SHORT-TERM
APPROACH
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Long-term investments require a more strategic
approach, often involving instruments that can
potentially offer higher returns in exchange for higher
risks.
•Dynamic Duration Strategy:
◦  For whom: Suited for investors with a long-term
horizon who can handle some volatility.
◦  Benefits: This strategy allows flexibility in duration
management, adjusting the investment according to
interest rate movements. It’s particularly beneficial for
those who want to stay invested for several years and
are comfortable with some degree of risk to achieve
higher returns.
◦  Investment Horizon: 3 years and above.

CHAPTER 3:  LONG-TERM
APPROACH

03

https://tareshbhatia.com

https://tareshbhatia.com/


Investing in fixed income strategies is a prudent choice for
conservative investors, especially when the financial goals are
short-term and revolve around needs such as building an
emergency fund, parking surplus money, or saving for near-future
expenses. By aligning your investment choices with the right
strategies—be it arbitrage, measured equity, low duration, or
dynamic duration—you can ensure that your capital is preserved
while still earning returns that outpace traditional savings options.
For those looking to park surplus funds with a time horizon of less
than three years, the importance of selecting the right strategy
cannot be overstated. These strategies not only provide liquidity
and safety but also offer an opportunity to earn modest returns
without exposing your investments to high market volatility. For
instance, if you're unsure about your investment horizon, opting for
a low duration strategy may give you the flexibility you need,
whereas a dynamic duration approach can be beneficial if you're
willing to navigate some market fluctuations for potentially higher
returns over a few years.
Understanding concepts like the Macaulay duration further
empowers you to manage interest rate risks effectively, ensuring
that your bond investments align with your overall financial plan.
Each of these strategies plays a crucial role in helping you achieve
your short-term financial objectives, all while keeping your
investments secure.
Remember, these strategies are guidelines and may not fit every
investor's unique situation. It’s essential to continually review your
financial goals and adjust your investments accordingly. Always
consult with a financial advisor to ensure that your investment
strategy is personalized to meet your specific needs and that you
are making informed decisions.
By carefully considering your risk tolerance and investment
horizon, and choosing the right fixed income strategy, you can
confidently navigate your short-term financial goals, knowing that
your wealth is both protected and growing.

CHAPTER 4:  CONCLUSION
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CHAPTER 5:  SUMMARY
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Disclosure and Terms
The information provided in this article is
intended for general informational purposes
only and should not be construed as financial
advice. The strategies discussed are designed
for a general audience and may not be
suitable for every investor's individual
circumstances. Investing in fixed income
securities carries certain risks, including the
potential loss of principal. The performance
of these investments can be affected by
various market factors and is not guaranteed.
By understanding these investment strategies
and tools like Macaulay duration, you can
make more informed decisions that align
with your financial goals.
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Suggestion to Consult:
We strongly recommend that you consult
with a certified financial advisor or
investment professional before making any
investment decisions. They can help tailor a
strategy that aligns with your specific
financial goals, risk tolerance, and
investment horizon, ensuring that your
investments meet your individual needs.
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This eBook is protected by copyright law. No part of
this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or
transmitted in any form or by any means, including
photocopying, recording, or other electronic or
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strictly prohibited and may result in civil or criminal
penalties.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE
03

https://tareshbhatia.com

https://tareshbhatia.com/


Thank You!
Thank you for reading The Ultimate Guide to
Smart Fixed Income Strategies for Short-Term
Financial Goals. Your journey towards financial
security and growth is essential, and I'm
honoured to be a part of it. This eBook has
provided valuable insights and actionable
strategies to help you confidently achieve your
short-term financial goals.
I created this guide to simplify complex financial
concepts and make them accessible to everyone.
Whether you're planning an emergency fund,
looking to park surplus money, or navigating
other short-term financial needs, I trust that the
strategies outlined here will serve you well.
Your feedback is precious to me. I'd love to hear
from you if you found this eBook helpful. Please
feel free to share your thoughts, questions, or
success stories. If this guide could help someone
in your circle, please share it with them.
Once again, thank you for trusting in my
guidance. I wish you all the best on your journey
to financial freedom and security!
Warm regards,
Taresh Bhatia
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER | Author | 
Coach at The Richness Academy

THANK YOU
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